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MARCH  URBAN  DISTRICT  Cv_ 

Monday,  February  3.  IS  9v. 

Present:  Mr.  J.  Collingwood  (chairman),  Captain 
Grounds,  and  Messrs.  T.  Billitt,  J.  W.  Morton, 
~W.  Golden,  J.  Green,  J.  Holland,  G.  Brewin,  and 
P.  H.  Davies,  senr. 

CANAL  BOATS. 

The  Clbbk;  informed  the  Council  that  he  had  for¬ 
warded  the  annual  report  of  the  Inspector  of  canal 
boats  to  the  Local  Government  Board. 

MEDICAL  OFFICER’S  ANNUAL  REPORT. 

The  annual  report  of  Dr.  A.  J.  G.  Waters  was 
read,  and  the  following  are  extracts  from  the  same  : 

Herewith  I  beg  to  furnish  you  with  my  report  of  the  births, 
deaths,  and  sickness  for  the  past  twelve  months,  together  with  a 
record  of  the  measures  taken  by  me  for  the  removal  of 
nuisances  and  the  prevention  of  the  spread  of  infectious 
diseases.  The  births  registered  numbered  217  against  188  in  the 
previous  year— 106  males  and  m  females— giving  a  birth-rate 
of  31  per  thousand  against  27  the  previous  year.  The  deaths 
registered  numbered  120  against  98  the  previous  year,  or  an  in¬ 
crease  of  22,  and  a  death-rate  of  17  per  thousand  against  14  the 
previous  year.  It  will  thus  be  observed  that  the  births  were  2- 
and  the  deaths  22  in  excess  of  those  of  the  previous  year.  7 
order  to  comprehend  the  distribution  of  the  deaths  and  sickner 
X  shall,  as  heretofore,  divide  the  district  into  three  parts  ;  F 
t he  Southern,  that  is  that  poftion  of  the  district  south  of 
liver  Nene.  In  this  52  deaths  occurred  against  39  the  previot 
year.  Second,  Middle  Division  ;  that  part  north  of  the  river 
and  south  of  the  G.E.R.  ;  in  this  59  deaths  occurred 
against  55  the  previous  year.  Third,  Northern  Division,  tt  y 
part  north  of  the  G.E.R.,  including  Norwoodside.  In  this  nine 
deaths  occurred  against  four  the  previous  year.  Taking  the 
average  of  the  last  three  years  the  result  is  as  follows  :  Southern 
Divisioo,  a  little  under  seven  per  thousand  ;  Middle  Division,  a 
little  over  seven  per  thousand  ;  Northern  Division,  a  little  over 
one  per  thousand  ;  or  an  average  death-rate  of  15  per  thousand. 
Of  the  120  deaths,  36  occurred  to  infants  under  one  year  of 
age,  17  were  one  year  and  under  five  years  ;  6,  five  years  and 
under  fifteen  ;  5,  fifteen  years  and  under  twenty-five  ;  23, 
twenty-five  years  and  under  sixty-five  ;  33,  sixty-five  years  and 
upwards.  Of  the  latter  23  lived  to  be  70  and  upwards  ;  seven 
to  be  80  and  upwards,  and  one  to  be  94.  Thirty-six  deaths 
occurred  to  infants  under  one  year  from  diseases  incidental  to 
infantile  life  130  to  diseases  of  the  respiratory  organs,  pneumonia, 
bronchitis,  or  pleurisy  ;  n  to  heart  disease,  eight  to  consumption, 
live  to  measles  .complicated  with  pneumonia,  or  bronchitis,  one  to 
erysipelas,  three  to  diseases  of  the  liver,  three  to  gastro  en¬ 
teritis,  one  to  influenza  with  pneumonia,.  two  to  cancer,  two  to 
injuries,  four  to  drowning,  and  the  remainder  to  various  causes 
and  old  age.  It  will  thus  be  seen  that  the  greatest  number  of 
deaths  have  occurred  to  infants  and  to  aged  people.  The 
greatest  number  of  deaths,  as  in  former  years,  has  occurred 
from  diseases  of  the  respiratory  organs.  Deaths  from  con¬ 
sumption  have  slightly  decreased,  whilst  those  from 
cancer  remain  the  same.  Amongst  the  zymotic  diseases, 
five  cases  of  measles,  complicated  with  pneumonia  or 
bronchitis,  one  case  of  influenza,  complicated  with  pneu¬ 
monia,  and  one  case  of  erysipelas  are  all  the  deaths  that 
have  occurred-  No  death  has  occurred  from  scarlet  fever, 
diphtheria,  membranous  croup,  whooping  cough,  diarrhoea, 
rheumatic,  typhoid,  or  any  fever,  or  small  pox.  Under  the 
Diseases  Notification  Act,  24  cases  of  scarlet  fever,  15  cases  of 
erysipelas,  nine  of  diphtheria,  four  of  enteric  fever,  one  of 
membranous  croup,  and  one  of  peurperal  fever  were  reported 
to  me,  making  a  total  of  53  cases  against  58  the  previous  year, 

and  93  the  year  before . Compared  with  previous 

years  the  distribution  of  infectious  diseases  is  about  the  same. 
Most  of  the  cases  reported  were  of  a  mild  character,  and  only 
those  mentioned  before  proved  fatal.  At  the  commencement  of 
the  year  there  was  a  severe  epidemic  of  measles,  and  this  oc¬ 
curred  at  a  time  when  the  weather  was  intensely  cold.  I 
visited  the  schools,  and  found  that  from  all  causes  640  children 
were  absent.  I  therefore  deemed  it  advisable  to  order  the 
schools  to  be  closed,  which  they  were  for  about  three  weeks. 
Considering  the  number  of  cases  and  the  severity  of  the 
weather,  it  is  a  matter  for  congratulation  that  the  deaths  were 
so  few.  Taking  the  year  as  a  whole,  although  the  number  of 
deaths  is  in  excess  of  that  of  last  year,  the  amount  of  sickness 
was  not  greater  ;  fewer  cases  of  zymotic  diseases  were  reported, 
and  most  of  them  were  of  a  mild  form.  The  deaths  from 
measles  were  all  complicated  with  pneumonia  or  bronchitis. 
But  few  cases  ©f  influenza  occurred,  and  only  one  death;  this- 
also  was  complicated,  with  pneumonia.  Cases  of  erysipelas 
were  frequently  occurring,  due  principally  to  cold  and  exposure, 
and  one  death  occurred.  The  cases  of  enteric  fever  could  be 
traced  to  the  drinking  of  impure  water.  There  were  but  few 
cases  of  diarrhoea,  and  no  case  of  cholera  or  small  pox.  I  am 
glad  to  be  able  to  record  the  greater  use  of  the  Marham  water, 
and  that  greater  attention  has  been  bestowed  upon  filters,  but 
a  great  many  in  use  are  worthless  and  worse,  as  they  possibly 
generate  disease.  There  can  be  no  doubt  that  the  better  supply 
of  good  water  to  the  town  has  done  much  to  improve  the 
general  stale  of  health,  but  there  are  parts  where  this  cannot  be 
obtained.  A  filter  then  is  absolutely  necessary.  Greater  atten¬ 
tion  should  also  be  given  to  warm  clothing  ;  it  is  absolutely 
necessary  in  this  district,  as  year  by  year  shows  that  the 
greatest  number  of  deaths  occurs  from  diseases  of  the  respiratory 
organs— 30  this  year.  21  last.  The  number  of  deaths  to  infants 
also  demands  attention— 36  this  year.  Although  nine  of  these 
only  lived  a  few  hours,  still  the  number  is  greater  than  itshould 
be,  especially  as  the  majority  are  due  to  pneumonia  or  some 
diseases  of  the  respiratory  organs.  I  am  of  opinion  that  the 
increase  of  deaths  from  these  causes  to  infants  is  due  in  a  great 
measure  to  the  greater  use  of  perambulators,  whereby  infants 
are  wheeled  out  in  all  sorts  of  weather  without  due  protection 
as  to  cold,  and  are  left  standing  about  in  the  streets,  and  in 
draughts  at  the  corners  of  streets.  Those  having  children  will 
do  well  to  notify  this,  as  the  child  is  helpless  and  must  be 
protected.  — *  ft  ^ 


.  ,y  to  show  you  that  I  was  on  the 

man  :  But  you  must  confine  yourself  to 

;on  :  I’m  coming  to  that. 

llerk  :  Do  you  desire  to  call  any  witnesses. 

on  :  I  have  no  witnesses  to  call. 

llerk  :  Then  what  are  you  going  to  do. 

ion  :  I  don’t  call  this  giving  a  statement  or 

ne  a  fair  chance. 

Jhairman  :  You  will  be  tried  by  a  jury.  We 
y  you. 

ion  :  I  want  to  make  a  statement  to  go  there, 
road  home  I  called  in  the  Victoria,  and  I  had 
Brett’s,  and  had  a  pint  or  two  of  ale.  Would 
id  taking  that  down  P 
Arthur  Ollard  :  Go  on. 

ion  :  I  stayed  there  about  an  hour  or  an  hour 
alf,  and  then  I  walked  from  there  to  Mrs. 

,  at  the  Victoria.  I  had  a  pint  or  two  of  ale 

Chairman  :  That  we  have  dowu. 

■n  :  Coming  out  of  Mrs.  Smith’s— will  you 
down?— at  about  twonty  minutes  past 

,rk :  Yes. 

oOn :  Yes,  yes,  but  I  want  you  to  givo  me  a 

Chairman  :  You  have  said  that  you  are  not 
and  therefore  the  leaving  of  the  public  house 
,hing  to  do  with  it. 

Rev.  E.  R.  Wilford  :  Wo  cannot  try  the  case, 

o  only  to  hear  the  evidence. 

ison  :  Will  you  grant  me  an  adjournment? 

Chairman  :  No,  we  cannot.  You  had  better 

lot  guilty,  and  reserve  your  defence. 

ison  :  Very  well,  I  will  do  so. 

jlos  also  pleaded  not  guilty,  and  reserved  his 

e. 

Chairman  :  You  both  stand  committed  to  take 
dal  at  the  next  Cambridge  Assizes, 
ison :  I  thank  you  gentlemen  if  you  will 
ne  bail. 

Wilkin:  I  must,  on  behalf  of  the  postal 
ities,  oppose  any  bail.  There  is  another 
against  them. 

ison  :  Shall  we  leave  Wisbech  to-day.  ? 
Chairman :  Yes. 

Wilkin  said  the  next  charge  he  had  to  prefer 
t  the  prisoners  was  that  of  attempted  robbery 
ssault.  The  punishment  for  that  offenoe  was 
ire  as  the  offence  was  serious.  The  evidence 
be  the  same  as  in  the  other  case,  and  he  should 
:  the  prisoners  to  be  committed  for  trial  in  this 
so.  It  was  Chapman,  and  not  the  post-office 
8,  who  was  prosecuting  now,  and  he  charged 
in  with  a  grievous  assault  upon  himself  and  with 
>ted  robbery.  In  doing  so  Chapman  was  only 
ling  the  privilege  which  every  British  subject 
bringing  anyone  to  justice  who  had  assaulted 
He  had  done  with  the  post-offioe  now,  and 
lan,  through  him,  as  a  human  being  and  a 
t  of  this  realm,  asked  for  protection. 

Wilkin  then  called  Chapman,  Supt.  Dockerill, 
c.  Green.  They  repeated  the  evidence  given 
previous  case,  after  which  the  Bench  committed 
ers  to  take  their  trial  at  the  Assizes  on  this 
i  also. 


UPWEloL. 


eon  Board. — The  ordinary  monthly  meeting 
Board  was  held  in  St.  Peter’s  Board-room  on 
ly  evening.  Present :  Mr.  R.  F.  Bailey 
nan),  Mr.  H.  H.  West  (vice-chairman),  Rev. 
Batts,  Mr.  J.  Lister,  and  Mr.  T.  W.  Bowers. 
Clerk  (Mr.  James  Webber)  reported  petty 
myments  since  the  last  meeting  at  the  sum  of 
lOd.  Cheques  were  ordered  to  be  drawn  in 
nt  of  salaries,  &e.,  to  the  amount  of  £103 
d. — A  letter  was  read  from  Mr.  Hy.  West, 
ng  the  Board  for  their  resolution  passed  at  the 
eeting,  relative  to  his  services  as  mambor  of 
ard  for  2 1  years,  and  the  same  was  ordered  to 
sred  on  the  minutes  of  the  Board. — The  Cl9rk 
id  correspondence  concerning  tho  Christchurch 
grant  of  land  from  Mr.  Townley,  and  also  the 
ed  transfer  of  school  to  Rev.  Townley,  and 
ransfer  to  the  Board,  which  were  approved,  the 
Sl.  C.  Batts  dissonting.  A  cheque  was  ordered 
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